
CARL T.C. GUTIERREZ 
GOVERNOR OF GUAM 

Dear Speaker Unpingco: 

OCT 16 1998 - 

Enclosed please find Substitute Bill No. 182 (COR), "AN ACT TO A D D  
$231 11 TO CHAPTER 23, DIVISION 1 OF TITLE 5 OF THE GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO FREQUENT FLYER MILEAGE OR TRAVEL 
BENEFITS FOR OFF-ISLAND MEDICAL REFERRALS", which I have signed 
into law today as Public Law No. 24-276. 

The Honorable Antonio R. Unpingco 
Speaker 
Mina'Bente KuBttro na Liheslaturan Guihan 
Twenty-Fourth Guam Legislature 
Guam Legislature Temporary Building 
155 Hesler Street 

This legislation includes all three branches of government, as well as the 
University of Guam, the Guam Visitors Bureau the Department of Education 
as well as non-government persons traveling at government expense in a 
program to donate frequent flyer miles to the use of off-island travel for 
medical referral needs of Guam. 

OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY 

Rec,rved Ey 

- 
I 

Very truly yours, 

Hagitiia, Guam 96910 

w 
Carl T. C. Gutierrez 
I Maga'lahen Guihan 
Governor of Guam 

Attachment: copy attached for signed bill 
original attached for vetoed bill 

cc: The Honorable Joanne M. S. Brown 
Legislative Secretary 

Ricardo I. Bordallo Governor's Complex Posl Office Box 2950, Agana, Guam 96932 (671)472-8931 . f a x  (6711477-ClJAM 



MINA'BENTE KUATTRO NA LIHESLATLJRAN GUAHAN 
1998 (SECOND) Regular Session 

CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE OF AN ACT TO I MAGA'LAHEN GUAHAN 

This is to certify that Substitute Bill No. 182 (COR), "AN ACT TO ADD 523111 TO 
CHAPTER 23, DMSION 1 OF TITLE 5 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 
RELATIVE TO FREQUENT FLYER MILEAGE OR TRAVEL BENEFITS FOR 
OFF-ISLAND MEDICAL REFERRALS," was on the 2nd day of October, 1998, duly and 
regularly passed. 

 ANT^ R UNPINGCO 
peaker 

senator and Legislative Secretary 

This Act was received by I Maga'lahen Guahan this 6% day of t'&bk< ,1998, 

at J i  ‘3 ofclock 
/' 

94d,@;, L5-A 
Assistant Staff Officer 

Maga'lahi's Office 
APPROVED: - 

CARL T. C. GUTIERREZ 
I Maga'lahen Guahan 

Date: /o- /6- Ff' 
Public Law No. 2%- 2y6 



MINA'BENTE KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
1997 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Bill No. 182 (COR) 
As substituted by the Author 
and amended on the Floor. 

Introduced by: E. J. Cruz 
J. C. Salas 
E. Barrett-Anderson 
Felix P. Camacho 
T. C. Ada 
F. B. Aguon, Jr . 
A. C. Blaz 
J. M.S. Brown 
Francisco P. Camacho 
M. C. Charfauros 
W. B.S.M. Flores 
Mark Forbes 
L. F. Kasperbauer 
A. C. Lamorena, V 
C. A. Leon Guerrero 
L. A. Leon Guerrero 
V. C. Pangelinan 
A. L.G. Santos 
F. E. Santos 
A. R. Unpingco 
J. T. Won Pat 

AN ACT TO ADD 523111 TO CHAPTER 23, 
DIVISION 1 OF TITLE 5 OF THE GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO FREQUENT FLYER 
MILEAGE OR TRAVEL BENEFITS FOR OFF- 
ISLAND MEDICAL REFERRALS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM: 



Section 1. Legislative Intent. I Liheslaturan Guahan finds those 

patients and their families needing off-island medical referral are spending 

thousands of dollars for transportation through the airlines. Furthermore, I 

Liheslaturan Guahan recognizes that many families cantzof afford this cost 

plus the direct medical expenses. The Department of Public Health and 

Social Services, through its medically indigent program, has spent over 

Two-Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) annually in the past years to 

provide transportation for patients and their escorts to medical facilities off- 

island. I Liheslaturan Guahan is of the opinion that if frequent flyer miles can 

be pooled from all government entities, then the needs of the medically 

indigent and other patients requiring off-island medical referral, which are 

generally medical emergencies, would be better served. 

Section 2. Section 23111 is hereby added to Chapter 23, Division 1 of 

Title 5 of the Guam Code Annotated to read as follows: 

"Section 23111. (a) Title. This Act may be cited and referred 

to as 'The Medical Referral Benefits Bank Act.' 

(b) Medical Referral Benefits Bank Account. There is 

hereby created within the government of Guam a fund for the banking 

of travel mileage earned as a result of travel paid by the government 

of Guam. This fund shall be known as the Medical Referral Benefit Bank 

Accounf (the 'MRBBA') to be administered by the Department of 

Administration for all government agencies, instrumentalities, 

autonomous agencies, public corporations and branches of the 

government of Guam into which shall be deposited all travel benefits 



which accrue to the government of Guam employee or consultant by 

virtue of receiving travel authorization payments. 

(c) Definitions. For purposes of this Act the following 

words and phrases are defined to mean: 

(i) 'Account' means the Medical Referral Benefits Bank 

Account established under this Act. 

(ii) 'Accrued mileage' means those miles accrued by a 

traveler on a frequent flyer benefit program. 

(iii) 'Employee' means all persons employed within the 

government of Guam, whether classified or unclassified, or full- 

time, part-time, temporary or limited term basis; all elected 

officials, judges, mayors and individual consultants. 

(iv) 'Travel benefit' means a program designed by an 

airline that awards accrued mileage and benefit programs to its 

clients. 

(d) Requirement. 

(i) All employees of the Legislative, Judicial and 

Executive Branches, including, but not limited to, all 

autonomous and semi-autonomous and those agencies, public 

corporations, the University of Guam, the Guam Visitors 

Bureau, the Department of Education, all elected officials and 

individual consultants of the government of Guam, as well as 

non-government persons traveling at government expense, shall, 

as a condition of receiving local or Federal monies under a travel 

authorization ('TA') contractual allotment for travel, or any 



government of Guam monies, used directly or indirectly for 

expenses incurred for official government travel, sign a waiver 

form donating accrued mileage credits from any travel benefit 

on whatever airline, into the 'MRBB Account.' The executed 

waiver form shall be required by the certifying officer of the 

respective entity prior to the certification of the availability of 

the funds for travel. 

(ii) All employees of the Legislative, Judicial and 

Executive Branches, including, but not limited to, all 

autonomous, semi-autonomous and those agencies, public 

corporations, the University of Guam, the Guam Visitors 

Bureau, the Department of Education, all elected officials and 

individual consultants of the government of Guam traveling in 

an official capacity shall be required to sign a waiver form 

donating accrued mileage credits from any travel benefit on 

whatever airline into the 'MRBB Account'. 

( e )  Eligibility. The following persons are eligible for 

participation: 

(i) patients and health care staff necessary for the 

transport of patients being medically referred to be treated off 

Island; 

(ii) patients under the Medically Indigent Program; 

(iii) all health care staff (physicians, nurses, technicians) 

providing direct care to the patient being transported, as 



approved by the Medical Director of Guam Memorial Hospital 

Authority. 

Patient Eligibility shall be based upon: 

(i) financial need; 

(ii) lack of availability or required medical services on 

Guam; and 

(iii) urgency and severity of illness, as documented by an 

attending physician. 

(f) Authorized Use. The accrued mileage account shall be 

used to send off-island medical referrals patients to the destination as 

determined by the patient's duly licensed physician with the 

concurrence of the Guam Memorial Hospital Medical Director. 

Persons authorized to withdraw from the Account shall be the 

Medical Referral Office Manager and the Administrator of the Guam 

Memorial Hospital Authority, or his/her designee. 

(g) Membership. The government of Guam is hereby 

authorized to become a member of the travel benefits program 

instituted by any and all airlines serving Guam. All persons covered 

by this Act are required to become members of travel benefit 

programs sponsored by any and all airlines serving Guam, ij required 

by the respective airlines, to satisfy the purpose of this Act. 

(h) Other Travel Benefits. All other travel benefits, 

including, but not limited to, volume purchase discounts and accrued 

number of ticket purchases for free flight benefits and promotional 

travel benefits shall be accrued and used for the purpose of this 



Program. The Director of Administration sl~all establish procedures 

for management of these benefits and for distribution as requested by 

the Medical Referral Office Manager or the Hospital Administrator, or 

his/her designee. 

(i) Negotiation. For the purposes of this Act, the Director 

of Administration may negotiate with any and all airlines serving 

Guam. 

(j) DepositofBenefits. All mileage accrued by a 

government of Guam employee shall be deposited directly into the 

Account by the air carrier no later than ninety (90) days after the date 

of departure. 

(k) Penalties. Violation of this Act shall result in the 

following: 

(1) For those cited in Subsection (d) of this Act shall 

result in forfeiture of government funded travel or any 

government expense, including, but not limited to, salaries paid 

while off Island per diem, for a period of one (1) year from the 

date of last travel. 

(2) The Certifying Officer of the responsible government 

department or agency identified in Subsection (d) of this Act 

shall be individually or personally liable for the payment of any 

amounts due on any of the official trips made under the 

provisions of the Government Travel Law and shall be guilty of 

a petty misdemeanor. 



(1) Indemnification. The government of Guam 

shall indemnify and hold harmless the participating airline(s) thereof 

for any loss subject to an agreement, and provided that such loss is not 

a result of the negligence of the airline(s). I Maga'lahen Gualzan is 

hereby authorized to enter into such an indemnification agreement 

pursuant to this Section. 

(m) Rules and Regulations. The Administrator of the 

Guam Memorial Hospital and the Director of the Department of 

Administration shall jointly promulgate rules and regulations within 

sixty (60) days from the date of enactment providing for the 

implementation of this Program on January 1, 1999. These rules and 

regulations shall include provisions for non-compliance with this Act 

and shall provide for the determination of eligibility as provided in 

this Act. The rules and regulations shall be promulgated pursuant to 

Article 3, Chapter 9 of Title 5 of the Guam Code Annotated, through 

the Administrative Adjudication Law, Rule Making Procedures." 

Section3. Executive Order Number 95-23, known as "Medivac 

Charity Account," is hereby repealed. 

Section 4. Severability. If any provision of this Law or its 

application to any person or circumstance is found to be invalid or contrary 

to law, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this 

Law which can be given effect without the invalid provisions or application, 

and to this end the provisions of this Law are severable. 



Committee on Power, Foreign Affairs 
and Governmental Services 

155 Hesler Street 
Agana, Guam 96910 

Tel: (671) 472-3505 Fax: (671) 472-9747 

May 19,1998 

Honorable Antonio R. Unpingco 
Speaker 
Twenty Fourth Guam Legislature 
155 Hesler Street 
Agana, Guam 96910 

VIA: Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

The Committee on Health and Human Services, to which was referred Bill No. 182, 
AN ACT RELATIVE TO FREQUENT FLYER MILEAGE OR TRAVEL BENEFITS FOR OFF- 
ISLAND MEDICAL REFERRAL, TO CITE THE ACT AS THE "MEDICAL REFERRAL 
BENEFITS BANK ACT" BY ADDING A NEW S23111 TO ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23 OF 
TITLE 5 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED," has had the same under consideration, 
and now wishes to report back the same with the recommendation to do pass as 
substituted. 

The Committee votes are as follows: 

l g ~ o  DO Pass 
Not to Pass 

- Abstain 
- Inactive File 

A copy of the Committee Report and other pertinent documents are attached for 
your immediate reference and information. 

Sincerely, 

F&IX P. CAMACHO 
Chairperson. 



Committee Power, Foreign Affairs and General Governmental Services 
Vote Sheet on 

Substitute Bill No. 182 

AN ACT RELATIVE TO FREQUENT FLYER MILEAGE OR TRAVEL BENEFlTS FOR OFF- 
ISLAND MEDICAL REFERRAL, TO CITE THE ACT AS THE "MEDICAL REFERRAL 
BENEFITS BANK ACT" BY ADDING A NEW $231 11 TO ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23 OF 
TITLE 5 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED. 

I( 
Chairperson 
J 

da, Member 
L 

~ra&co  P. Carnacho, Member 
/ , ,  /- ' , - ,, ..,.x: , <--,' 

Carlotta A. Leon Guerrero, Member 

Alberto A.C. Lamorena, V, Member 

Viccnte C .  Pangelinan, Member 

Frank B. Aguon, J r . ,  Member 



Committee on Power, Foreign Affairs 
and Governmental Services 

Report on 
Substitute Bill No. 182 

AN ACT RELATIVE TO FREQUENT FLYER MILEAGE OR TRAVEL 
BENEFITS FOR OFF-ISLAND MEDICAL REFERRAL, TO CITE THE ACT 
AS THE "MEDICAL REFERRAL BENEFITS BANK ACT" BY ADDING A 
NEW S23111 TO ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23 OF TITLE 5 OF THE GUAM 
CODE ANNOTATED. 

Introduced by Senators 
E. J. Cruz, J. C. Salas, and E. Barrett-Anderson 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

The Committee on Power, Foreign Affairs and General Governmental Services 
conducted a public hearing on Friday, June 20 1997 to hear testimonies on  Bill No. 182, 
"AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SECTION TO TITLE 5 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED 
ESTABLISHING USE OF FREQUENT FLYER MILEAGE FOR OFF-ISLAND MEDICAL 
REFERRAL, AND TO CITE THE ACT AS THE "OFF-ISLAND MEDICAL REFERRAL 
MILEAGE BANK ACT." The public hearing was held in the Guam Legislature Public 
Hearing Room. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

The hearing was called to order by the Chairperson of the Committee on  Power, 
Foreign Affairs and General Governmental Services, Senator Felix P. Camacho. 
Committee and other members were present at the hearing. 

TESTIMONY: 

Teofila P. Cruz, the Acting Hospital Administrator appeared before the 
Committee and presented testimony on behalf of the Hospital. Ms. Cruz informed the 
Committee that the Hospital is pleased to see proposal enacted as statute. She also 
suggested to the Committee that "medical escorts" also bc included. The inclusion of 
these escorts will reduce the burden to families and patients in need of this service. 

Senator Lou Leon Guerrero questioned the practicability and workability of the 
program. She also expressed concern about tracking travelers and whether the mileage 
earned would be deposited into the Bank. 



However, Senator Salas, likened the program to that of a corporation doing 
business with the airlines. Negotiated rates and benefits always follow. A standard 
account number would be issued on the TA and travel agents would then enter the 
account into the computer program for issuance of mileage or benefits gained. 

Senator Elizabeth Barrett-Anderson informed the witnesses present that during 
her tenure as Attorney General she was in the process of preparing documentation to 
effectuate a mileage bank program. However, the airlines at the time would not allow 
the government of Guam to establish such a bank. 

The former Director of the Departments of Administration and Education, 
Wilfred G. Aflague testified that the program is a commendable program, a workable 
one and one that should be passed by the Legislature. . 

Senator Larry F. Kasperbauer at this time questioned whether some of the 
accrued mileage can be used to off set some of the air fare expended by the Department 
of Education with regards to non-appropriated funds. The Committee Chairperson 
responded saying that if the current "Mileage Bank" program with respects to the 
patient referrals becomes a workable program, he has no objections of extending the 
program to cover the school children. Senator Cruz emphasized that the program must 
first work before its parameters can be broaden. 

There being no further witnesses, the Chairperson adjourned the Committee 
hearing on Bill No. 182. 

MEETING WITH CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA: 

On March 19,1997, Senator E. J. Cruz, the main sponsor of Bill No. 182, assigned 
two (2) of his Committee staffers to meet with Mr. Walter Dias, Staff Vice President, 
Sales and Promotion, Continental Micronesia regarding Bill No. 182. At the outset, Mr. 
Dias informed the staff that Continental Micronesia is receptive to the idea of assisting 
the government in establishing an "off-island mileage bank" for patient referral. Mr. 
Dias also made mention of the Executive Order that established the Medivac Charity 
Account for off-island referral. The biggest flaw with this program according to Mr. 
Dias was that no "OnePass Number" was assigned to the TA's that were issued to the 
travelers. 

The proposal that Mr. Dias suggested is that a OnePass Account number be 
issued the government. The number will then be typed on the TA and when travel 
agents issue the ticket, the number will automatically be credited to the government of 
Guam. Using this number, all statements will then be mailed to the Department of 
Administration for verification purposes on a monthly or quarterly basis. This, 
according to Mr. Dias would be the most feasible way of implementing this type of 
program. 



FINDINGS: 

The Committee finds the following: 

The Department of Public Health and Social Services through its medical 
indigent program and Medicaid program, spent over $250,000 per year to 
provide transportation for patients and their escorts to medical facilities 
off-island. 

. The government of Guam in Fiscal Years 1995 through 1997 expended 
over $5 million in air travel. 

On October 18, 1995, the Governor of Guam promulgated Executive 
Order 95-23 establishing the "Medivac Charity Account." 

Since the "Medivac Charity Account" was established the account has not 
been used since there have been no mileage deposited into the account. 

. Bill No. 182 as substituted has received the favorable support from the 
Hospital and concerned citizens alike. 

Bill No. 182 has received the support of the largest airline carrier serving 
Guam and the Western Pacific. Based upon their recommendation, the 
program is a workable program designed to benefit the people of Guam. 

BUREAU OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT RESEARCH 

The Bureau of Budget and Management Research (BBMR) having reviewed the 
legislation stated in its findings that "the Bill's impact on present program funding 
would be decreased." 

More importantly, BBMR's general comments states that "Bill No. 182 (COR) will 
have a positive impact on the Department's annualjknding requirement for the both Medically 
Indigent and Medicaid Program. These programs provide off-island medical referrals ulhich are 
funded through both local and federal matched furtds. If Bill 182 is passed into larv, the cost 
savings of the Mileage Bank Act aiould reduce the off-island funding requirement of both 
programs. Quanti$able sa71ings to be realized or additional cost to the program is any as a result 
of  t h ~  proposed bill lzas ijet to be determined nnd izve unnzmilnble nt tlzis time." 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Committee, having reviewed the testimonies presented at the hearing, does 
hereby recommend to the Legislature the following: 



Bill 182, AN ACT RELATIVE TO FREQUENT FLYER MILEAGE OR 
TRAVEL BENEFITS FOR OFF-ISLAND MEDICAL REFERRAL, TO CITE 
THE ACT AS THE "MEDICAL REFERRAL BENEFITS BANK ACT" BY 
ADDING A NEW 523111 TO ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23 OF TITLE 5 OF 
THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, be passed as substituted. 

Profile on 
Substitute Bill No. 182 

Brief Title: 

Dated Introduced: 

Main Sponsors: 

Committee Referral: 

Public Hearing: 

Official Title: 

"Medical Referral Travel Bank Act." 

Submitted to the Legislature for introduction on 
March 18, 1997 to be officiallv ratified during the 
April session. 

Senators E. J. Cruz, J. C. Salas and E. Barrett- 
Anderson. 

Referred by the Committee on  Rules to the 
Committee on Power, Foreign Affairs and General 
Governmental Services. 

Friday, June 20,1997 

AN ACT RELATIVE TO FREQUENT FLYER 
MILEAGE OR TRAVEL BENEFITS FOR OFF- 
ISLAND MEDICAL REFERRAL, TO CITE 
THE ACT AS THE "MEDICAL REFERRAL 
BENEFITS BANK A C T  BY ADDING A NEW 
S23111 TO ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23 OF 
TITLE 5 OF THE GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED. 

Reco~nmendation: To do pass as substituted 

GENERAL OVERVIEW AND INTENT: 

The main intent of Bill No. 182 is to create a "Mileage B a n k  to be used for 
sending patients for off-island medical treatment. The Bank will accrue mileage from 
persons traveling at government expense. More importantly, it allows for the Director 



of the Department of Administration to negotiate with airline carriers serving Guam to 
participate in the program. Annually, the government spends approximately over 
$300,000 to provide transportation for patients and their escorts. It is the intent of the 
Guam Legislature to ensure that mileage credit garnered as a direct result of a 
government funding be deposited into a Mileage Bank. The Mileage Bank shall be used 
to send patients and medical escort(s) to off-island medical facilities. 

SECTION ANALYSIS: 

Section 1. Legislative Intent: The Guam Legislature opines that while the 
government is making efforts to cut cost and expenditure, it is also exploring ways and 
means to fund off-island medical referral trips for patients without having to incur 
additional expenses. This can be achieved by establishing a Medical Referral Benefit 
Bank. 

Section 2. Adds a new Section 23111 to Title 5 of the Guam Code Annotated. 
This new Section cites and makes reference to the Act as the "Medical Referral Benefit 
Bank Act. Furthermore, it provides that Medical Referral Mileage Account be 
established. This Account is to be used for the purpose of banking travel mileage 
earned as a result of travel paid for by the government of Guam. Also, Section 23111 
defines certain terms used throughout the Act, as well as provide that the Director of 
the Department of Administration negotiate with any and all other airlines serving 
Guam for mileage deposits. To effectuate the program, the Administrator of the Guam 
Memorial Hospital and the Director of the Department of Administration, shall jointly 
promulgate rules and regulations. 
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Mr. Walter Dias 
Staff Vice President 

Salcs tk Promotion 
Continental Mirrv~rrsin 
P.O. Box 8778 
Tamrr~iilrg, Guam 9693 1 

Dear Mr. Dias: 

As Chairman ol' the Committrr overseeing proposed legislation establishing the 
"hiedical Referral Travcl Benefit Act of 1997", 1 am grateful Continental 
Micronesia hns cnprcssed support for Bill No. 182, and have recommended 
c-11allgrs lo rcflcct the realities of ~nec:lranics oftlrc prograln. Bill No. 182 h:ls 
be nrncridcd to reflect much of tlir trstjmony rcccived and I would appreciatr if 
you can comment on the encloscd version as substituted by the arrthors. 

1 am aplxcciativc of your efforts in worlcing will) the Department of 
Ad~ninistration and the 1.egislat.ure i l l  finalizing this program tllat mn be 
adopted by all bmnchcs of government of Guam. 

enator Felix P. Camacho 
Chairman 

cc: All Senators 

E~irlusurc: Bill No. 182 as substituted by the a~rthors 

mst-11'. brand fax lransmlttal memo 7671 1 0' P.P.' 
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WALTER B. DUS 
SloH 5r. h.si&nl 
Soles mnd Pr~moliolv 

VIA FAX. 670 472-3582 

August 13,1997 

Scnator Edwardo J. Cnrz, M.D. 
Cuam Legislame 
Route 4, T.S. Tanaka Building, SD 100 
Agana. Guam 96910 

-- - 
Fly with the ~1(1rmthof Paradise 

P.O. Box 8778 
Tarnuning, Guom 96931 
&I 671 647 6500 
Fox 671 649 6506 

Dear Senator C w :  

As we discusxd. Continental Micronesia supporis establishing a medical referral 
program chat utilizes OnePass miles camcd by government paid travel. Wc arc currently 
working wilh the Dcpadment of Adminisflation to complete such an agreement 

Therefox, we support the objective of Bill 182 submined to the 24" Guam Lcgislaturc. 
Howcver, fire details of Ole Bill need to be changcd to reflect the realities of mechanics of 
fiequent flyer programs. For exmple, a "pooling" arrangcmcnl in a "Mcdivnc Charity 
Account" is not possible in ow system. Tbe other dcmils can be discussed at a later due. 

We belicve.the &aJ DOA program should be used as n prototype for the rest of the 
government of Cuam branchcs. As soon as thc DOA program is complctcd. we would bc 
happy to work with the government of Guam to implement the agreement for all 
branchcs. 

We look forward to workiog with the Le~islature on this matter. Please let me h o w  if 
you have any further questions. 

Sinc \ rely, 



~~~ . ~ - -  
Salsc ond Prao l ionr  RECEIVED 

P . 0 .  Dox 07;') 
Tomuning. C. r e m  96931 

24'rH GVAV LEGISLATURE Tal67l 647 4 5W 
Fox 671 649 $588 oJM.[/u ?~B~:Hp#~"cs. SlTA O U M D C S  

DATE: .%DO& 
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Novemhcr 24.1997 

Senntor Felix P: Camacho 
Chalrniw, Cu~nminw on Powcr, Foreiyo Affairs and General Government i ;ervlceu 
Twenty-Ounm Legislature 
1:s llssler Street 
Agana, Guam 9691 0 

Continental 
Micronesia 

, Poat-11" brand lax lransmtllnl memo 7671 .01p.a.' 

Dew Sellator C m a ~ h u :  

Fly wit11 the warmth of Paradise 

* .  

Thank you, for thc oppoflunity to comment on Lhc most recent rcvision olR111 No. 182. 
As we stated prcviously, Conlinm\al Microrlcsin suppor~s establishing a me ficnl refasal 
program that utilizes OnoPass miles earned by governmeilt paid travel. In tlm past, we 
have suppotted the ~ncdically indigent program b? grntulg discounts or fret. tickcts to 
Ulosc in need. Wc luvc bwn working with h e  Dcparmrcr~l ol'Adn~ir~iskatir ir  to 
complete an agreerncnt utilizing Onepass mtles earned by (Ire government. 

Such a complex progrum h l l ~  never heen nnemptd anywhcrc clse in thc wo .Id. As a 
concerned ~d respun~ihle rnenrber of flle community, we began work on th s project 
three years ago in o cooperative effort wit11 the IJOA. Much of the details o ithc program 
havz becn murually a~i.cccl upm 111 Lhc point of chmpleling u drnR contrnct I or the 
program. 

TO " >/, . E. C".#,;, 
CO. 

F y T  
o.pl. 

We have reviewed the revised draft of Bill No. 182 and nok  the need for so ne 
fi~ndwncntal chanaes in the proposed structure of the program. As we have indicated in a 
letter dnted Augurl 13, 1997 lo Srnulur Edwnrdo Cruz, a "pooling:' nrmnngcl?cnt ~tnrclurc 
which "pools" miles fmtn various i~~divirlvclls lo onc "Mcdivac Choricy Acc.~~mt" is no1 
physically possible iir o w  syslem. I have attached a copy of the draft agree1 lent we liave 
hcen developing with the DOA. This dran agreement i>ulline$ the specific I lechanics 
that will allow thc ilrogram lo work within Contincnlal Micronesia's 0ncPa;s system, 

f ,~ ,"  s f . q  
". k! f&,i h , - ~  
PI%ent a 

" $42.. 3 ycz F*% # ~ 7 2 . 7 ? ( 1 ?  



We havc been rendy to implemcl~lthe progrnm ss outlincd ill thc draA w e t  ]en1 for over 
o ycm, unfommatrly one issue prevents us from rnoving forwrud. This final mutanding 
issue is thc "indcnmification" issue us outlined in paragr8ph 9 of the agrceml nt. 
Conrino~~tal Micronesia i s  untible to cntcr into a contract that exposes tho c o ~  ipany to 
additional polenlial legs1 liabilities outside those that already exist in the daily opcration 
nn airline. This paragraph is nbsolutely necessary for us to enter into any ag1ccmcn:nc. 

An we 11av0 stated prcviously, we believe the DOA program, as ourlincd in t l ~ e  
altncl~mcnt, should bc used os 0 prolotype for thc rest ofthe government o f f  ruam 
branches. Wc can Jrnplcmnt this program tomorrow, if the indemnification issue can be 
suttled. As soon as Ulc DOA program is completed, we would bc happy to u ~ r k  with the 
government of Guam to implement the agreement for all branches. 

We look forward tn working wit11 the J.egislaturc on this matter. Please let I ic hzow it 
you hevc any funher questions. 

Since i, ly, 

Wallcr Dins 

RECEIVED 
2dTH GUAM LEGISLATURE 

LTH & HUMA SV S 
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Guan ,i'lemorial Hospital L Ahority 
Aturidat Espetiit Mimuriiit GuGhan 

850 GOV. CARLOS CAMACHO ROAD 
OKA, TAMUNING, GUAM 96911 

TEL: 647-2444 or 647-2330 
FAX: (671) 649-0145 

March 25, 1996 

Senator Edwardo J. Cruz, M.D. 
Chairperson 
committee on Health and Human Services 
T.S. Tanaka Building 
Agana, Guam 96910 

Dear Senator Cnu, and Members of the Committee on Health and Human Services 

I am Teofila P. Cnu.  the acting Hospital Administrator. I ampleased to provide testimony in 
support of bill no. 182 to establish the use ofFrequent Flyer Mileage for Off-Island Medical 
Referral. Tile Hospital is pleased to see this proposed bill enacted as statute and would like to 
request that the parameters of the bill be expanded to include the use of such miles for the 
medical escorts Illat may be required to accompany patients on tlieir off-island referrals. The 
inclusion of these escorts will reduce the burden to families and patients in need of this service 
and will ensure tliat the escorts are funded to accompany patients as a primary concern to 
maintaining services to the patient during escort. 

Your favorable consideration of ttus request will be greatly appreciated. 

Teofila P. Cruz 
Acting Ilospital Administrator 
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mnnmra  r n a r ~ r  r . ~  n a r r n n  nn n r r  r i r n  r n m  

PROVIDED BY: JU/)II%I K. ALDERTON 
AND ON BEHALF O F '  RESOURCE REFERRAL SERVICE 

A Null-Profit Orgru~izntion 

I a n  gratified that Senalor E. J .  Cri~z arid Senator J .  C. Salas have introduced this 

legislation. nfitti the sllpporl of Senator E. Bar-rett-.\ndtl~so~i because it is responsive to a 

community 1lee.d that has for far too long, :,one unaddnssed. These three personages. 

~ioted for compassionate comprehension, and illtellects honed through specialized 

education along ivith great depths of personal esposure, are seeki~ig a &eatis orhelping a 

faction of our coinmunity who are faced with proble~ns not of their ow11 rliaking ; 

Bill 152 addresses the need to find the financial means to provide airfare to off- 

islalid hospitals in co~nmunities large enough to support the husely costly equipnieni and 

the skills of specirglists in medical disciplines Gua1n.s population, by its size. could riot .. 

support on a full-tirne bayis. Yet our medical needs are ce~tainly as crucial as any other 

community. 

Today. during this hearing, we may esperience a nearly empty room: occupied only 

by tliose n:ho. by profession. support this escelle~lt legislation. Yet the multitudes who 

could fill this r<):>in. the hallwa!. and !Re streets oiitsitle. ma!. not be visible. These i - e  thc 

families i ~ h ~  hait  dealt with tragedy arid often. the death of a family member. These are 

those petsons whose lives have been indelibly imprinted with pain; they are our commonly 

called 'grassroots. 'those who are platid, reticent, yet carsy paill pl.ofoirridly. silently, 

stoicall!:. .Asking for help beyond which is :cithiri reach of family resources, car1 create 

feelings of lailnue. shame, and a sense of li~rma~l humiliation. 

Gua!n 's cul!urc. llic heart of its cultul-c. has becl~ liased upon family helpilly family. 

IPherl the lealizatior~ come:: that even all pooled I-e.soiirces cauot  cover costs of ailfare to 
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medical facilities off-island for the severe!!' i l l ,  the farnily tnay feel itmdecluate, and acutel! 

distressed. 

The incapability can result in  deepseated feelings of helplessness. not coogment 

\\it11 iiuth <)I- clpti~nis~n. Yet how I Y I L ~ I ~  of  r!s haw :he. means to support tllwe needs \vhich 

are nor beins ctl!.rentl!; considered by medical care insul.ance providers? 

Hawaii is some four thousand miles east of Guam. California adds another three 

thouand miles to ~nedical facilities carrying the capabilities of treatment of the kind of 

sophistication Gum cannot logically slipport. Once again: the see~ni~lgl!) o\.ei,\vorked 

tcnn of Gum beins ti 'unique' place h!. yosi.aphicsl and political placetne.~it. i!ol~(~./id.$ 

achlo?vlrdge~nenr. I'ct the bu~den <>I' transporti~lg the c~itically il! patient nlt~st now most 

often, be bome by the family. While those of very  nodes st meant; are quickly assisted by 

the bledical!!; Indisent Program of Guam's Department of Health and Social Senices in 

cases of needed air transportation (which most often caries additional costs of an attendant 

nurse and medical equipment), those who esceed the inandatcn?. finailcia1 limits, bzsed 

upon K.S. federal criteria. cannot cluaiify. While XIIP is ail esceptional resource. they. 

too, face constraints and litnitations 

Consequently, the desperrition a family with a member shickcn by a critical 

condition which cannot be rectified by treatme!lt locally, is severely accentuated. This also 

applies to ~leivbixtis wi th  birth defects \vllich, if quickly co~~ected. conld result i n  a normal 

I f  l'et. even i f  [he pareilts posses mcdici~l insnrance. thal insurance cul.re~ltly does not 

cover the costs of ~nrtlic:~l e\.ac~~i~tii?~l. :11id ci~ril-c.clc~erlll:. The irnpairetl r i e \ v h ~ ) ~ . ; ~  may either 

die 01' li1.c !\,itll n8llat co~ild have bee11 an operahie life-er!hntlcir~g alltl life prolonging 



We talk of 'sub cuItuses'~\~itliin societies-this terminology cor~.juring up such 

negati\.es 3s abuse ill fa~nilies. d~ug  use. critnir!al acti~it\:, curruption. and the like, but 

Guam possesses atlother sub cu1tul.e- the dc%pt.ratel!. ill  \vho cantlot afford the cost of 

transportation to specia1ize.d medical facilities. To. they may not come in great numbers lo  

espl-ess their support today because of pride 01. becat~je of paill or for lack of understanding 

the iritent of this legislation--or una\ilxeners of it-- but their n~unbers are awesome; Guam 

hIernoria1 Hospital .s Social Senices .4dmi1:istrator reports thatthere are some twenty -fi18e 

~nedical evacuations each month. nshich translates into SO0 or  more each year. 

Consequently, i t  i r'cas~xlahle to asstirfie i h : ~ ~  h;~i-illy a sin~le fornil\. has riot been tlwrched 

b!: catastrophic medical illness. 

Additionally, i t  is well-h~ow~i that patients do much better when family and 

fl'ifinds dl& (;Ill% at Ilalid, )'fit [ I l i ; ~  is a I I ~ X I ~ I T  f t ; ~  flf 113 (;a11 irffnni, fnr i T  trm, sarr'ifi5 11i;h 

price tags for airfare arid lodging. Hon0eve.l.. shoiild a c~itically ill loved one die while 

undergoing trerit~nent in an off-is1;utd tnedical fticility. Iio\v painful and guilt-PI-odiicin~ it 

must be for those \ ~ h o  must remaill behind, t-Ii;i\:ei.er. tl12 rlc:ds of the patient tnust be the 

highest of priorities. 

Bill 182 is a firm, sound, and rational beginning tonrards i.esolutiot~ of a probletu 

uriiqi~ely tlast) in nature \r;hich has sirnply grown insidirously over tirne. Those 

govertlrnen! eniployees \vho rnighr possibly olbjecl to fc~rfeititlg their penonal ;icc~rrnulatior~ 

of ireqi~ent flyer tr-in.cl pri\;ile$es. Inas pose objections simply because 'chcice' \r:o~~ld no 

longer be theirs. But i t  \\:odd be a st~.iiilge lilieli1i~x)d Illat an): go\~er-r~~ncr~t etnplovee \-:he 

is a recipient of freque,llt flyer passes. wolllil lack the compassion to give LIP gladly a gift 

that could le~igthen a life. 

Than!; you for the opportu~~ity ro express these. views in support of Rill 187- 
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l'rsli~nony on Cill No. 187- Follows 

liest~u~-ce Referral Ser\:ice ir~z.orl?orated as a no11-profit or,panization i n  order tv 
itild~-ess tllc pl-oble~ns encounlered by illl>~e suffering [I-orn catastrophic ill~less st.ekir~g 
assirta~lcc . It  came alwut as a tlirect result of casen.ork senices 1.e11iie1.d to a collple 
where the spi>use \\'as sl~ffering fro~n te~ininal cancer. 

Foi- the seven mouths duratiol~ of his illne.s$ until the gentleman's death last 
sumincr. the \vife and caselvorker worked together in attempts to secure assistance for 
lii\~Itiplc needs. 'She first issue, tvhich was resolved with cc>~nrnendable speed by h;IIP at 
tl~c Dcpa~l~nent of Public Health' and Social Services, was medi\rackin~ the patient to a 
hospit,?l ill  ilcinol~~lu. For \\.bile possessing hea l th~~le  coverage, the pallel11 had 110 funds 
to ellal\!e ai1fru-e for birnself, ;I nurse and oxygen in ordu. to receive treatment \vhich could 
prolong his life. 

I t  ;\;as a pro1racte.d period of gaining help froin 'e11ai11 agencies, i~~dividuals ai~d 
other elltitie:. but recluired husc aarnonts of time, hopcs lifted but to he dashed, phone calls 
left un1-cturned--a battle \\it11 [he various burmucracies--and the acute realizatiol~ that no 
cohesion cxistr.d to direct requests Tor help to the appropriate places--and applopliatc 
people. 1-inr~lly, near the end of the inan's life, a desperate visit was made lo the Frrc$ic 
Dni!~ Nen>s, seeking help from the paper's "Lend a I-Iand" prograrn. 

Sorne fi~lancial assistance \\,:IS quickly forthco~ni~~g, but at the sane time. the 
observarion.\vas ~natle that what Guam needcd was a single source of iafonnation for those 
sufferir~g fl-o~n catastrophic ill~~ess--as opposed to the irag~nented, catch-as-catch-can lack 
of a systeu! ivhich currently exists. Mr. Lec Webber, CEO of the local Gannett Foundation, 
encouraged the submissio~; of a grant appiicatio~~ to recluest initial assista~~ce with settir~g lip 
a colnpute~ized data bank of inionnation. Thus, Resource ReJerrol Service i~~corporated 
l i ~ r  ihat purpcxe, a ~ ~ d  subscquenrly, a grant award was given. 

l'l~c. project will Oc in place i r ~  the fall, and an ofrice. n.ill be lioused in the ne\v 
Scicllce !3uildiilg ill the Universit!. of Gua~n. Spaw has been corllributed by tllc 
ro~nniu~~ily I:~:soi~rccs I>e\-eloprncnt ~?royram uttder tI1e auspices n l  Dl.. r\and;tll \Vorknlan. 
1-Icrr.. Iilillilics itr~tl ailvocalc:: of Ll~#.lse suficrir~g, ciitastrophic illness: will be able lo 
i~n~iicclialclv acces:; souvc;es of assistance.. thus sparing them but11 wi~stetl lime and the ac:ile 
tli~li.~.~;s of bcpcn:~ir~; I I ~ O I I  blind Iccttls a~iil word-of-n~outh s~~sgcslior~s. 
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t f 1 ~ 1 1  tile quesl must he undcrtakcli 111 cl.c>ate a hospice Tor those I'r~ci~lg tlealli, allowing tile111 
to do st) will1 $isnil!, physical a11i1 yli~it~ral colnfol.t, ancl abscllcc (11 1)ai11. 



I *  GOV GUAh ' ~ E D I V A C  CHARITY AL'COUNT 
FREQUENT FLYER 

(as the rerln is used by each Airline) 

RELEASE FORM 

1, + [raveling on a 'I 00% 
(;ovcrnment of (.;~rarn I'urlded u-117 on TA No. 
do hereby authorize - ro transfer 

(Airlines) 
airline travel rnilage to the. Gov G u m  Medivac Charicy ~ c c o u ~ ~ t ,  This 
accounr is Lo be used c~onsiscenr with the criteria establis11e.d by Er;ecutive 
Order No. 95-23. 

(Signature of Frequenr Flyer Melnlber) 

(Member's Accoullt Number) 

QOv GUAM MEBIVAi? Im'I.IA 121'TY ACCOUNT 

Plcasc retllir alr rravel 11lilc;~gc only ~o rhe Cov Guam Medivai: Cllluity 
.4ccount for the fol lowl~~g Air-lines: 

-~ 

" Conrinentd Microrlc.5i.a Airline (Asia/Pacific Route Only) 
" Norchwesu Airlillcs (All 1)escinatiolls) 
' United Alrlitles (Al l  Desrinatlons) 



EXECUTIVE ORDER KO, 252 

RELATIVE TO ESTXBLEHrmG A GOVERNMENT OF GZAM 
-MEDNAC CHARITY ACCOUhT FOR MltEAGE CREDITS FOE 
FREQUENT ALRLLNE FL.IGHTS, TO BE USED FOR MEDICAL 
EMERGENCIES. 

WHEREAS, Fiscal Year 1995 s k t e d  with a 5185 million dollar deficit: and 

WHEREAS, by January the deficit had grown to approrirnately 5190 million 
do1;ars; and 

WHEICEAS, if the government of Guem did not p-xsue any deiicit 
elimination plans. such deficit would have grown to an insurmountable 5213 
million dollars by the end of F i s d  Year 1993; and 

WHEREAS, this Administration immediately instituted cost-curling 
measures resulting in the savings of over $10 million dollars in personnel cost 
alone: and 

WHEREAS, this Administration instituted other cmt c o n t j n m e ~ t  measures 
such as the savings of fuel charges of over $1 million dollars by requiring that 
government vehicles not be taken home; and 

WHEREAS, the passage of Executive Order 95-11 ceasea the incurring ci 
overtime by executive, administrative and professional positions. *ereby sar,in," 
the government over 53 million dollars: and 

WHEREAS, this Admfnisnation successfuUy acquired a 5115 millicn d o i k  
general obligation bond without compromising :he government's triple B rahng; 
and 

WHEREAS, the government desires to continue employing cost-cutting 
measures in o ~ d m  to get the government of Guam out of its deficit condition 
1998: and 

WHEREAS, many other cost conta i~ len t  measures are needed to be purs ,~cd  - 
in order lo free h e  government of Guam from this ceficit situation; and 

WHEREAS, The Deparmerit of Public Health and Soda: Services. through its 
medically indigent program and medicaid program, spends over S200 thousand 
dollars per year tc provide transportation for patients and their escor:s to medical 
fad!ities off-island; and 

WHEREAS, su;h expenditures could be directed towards direct medical 
services thereby providing greater medical benefits to those that are in &re need of 
medicd attention; and 



WHEREAS, the government of Guam in FiMal Year 1995 ex?ended over 53 
million dollars in air travel; and 

WHEREAS, penons k a v e i i g  on government funds acquire mileage credir 
sometimes known as "frequent nyer miles" to their personal credit; and 

WHEREAS, ii these "frequent flyer miles" were to be placed into r. 
government of Guam "Medivac Charity Account", it would greatly alleviate the 
additional cost to kansport patienu with medical needs off-island; and 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, CARL T. C GUTIERREZ, by the aufnorily vested in 
me by the Organic Act of Guam, do hereby order the following: 

(1) All government of Guam employees traveling on i o d  funds shall. as 
a condition of receiving local money under a travel authorization (TA), sign r 
waiver donating acaued  mileage uedits, such as "frequent flyer mileage." on 
whatever airline.  in:^ an account known as "Medivac Charity Account". 

(21 The Director of Admlnlstration shall establish the Medlvac Charity .' 
Acmunt into which such mileage credits shall be a m u n t e d  for. 

(3) Only mileage uedits garnered as a direct result of flight on behalf of the 
government shall be placed into the Medivac Charity Acmunt. XI1 other mileage 
acquired through credit cards, bor.uses, or outside of the direct fligt.1. shall not be 
affected by the Medivac Charity Account waiver. 

(4) Eligibi:ity to benefit from the M e a i v ~ c  Charity Account shall be 
consistent with the Department of Public. Health a d  Soda1 Services' medieally 
indigent program criteria or as otherwise authorized m d  approved by the Governor. 

(51 The Medivac Charity Account shall only be used for destinations to 
Hawaii or the Philippines. 

SIGNED AND PROMULGATED at Agafia, Guam this 18th day of October, 1995. 

CARL T. C CUI~ERREZ 
Governor of Guam 

COUNTERSIGNED: 



BillNunbcr: 182 Date Received: 3/26/97 
, hendatory BiU: Yes Dare Rwiewed: 4/22/97 
.. 

Department/Agency Pffected: Public H w  Socul S e n i c ~  
Department/Agency Head: nenrusm 
Total Ff Appropriation to Date: S7462D.4R1 

BiIlTitlc(pf~amb1~): AX ACT TO Add A ATW SECTION TO TITLE 5 GUAhl CODE ANNOTATED 
ESTABLISHING USE OF FREQUENT FLYER MILEAGE FOR OFF-ISLAKT MEDICAL REFERRAL, 
AND TO CITE THE ACT AS THE " O F F - I S L m  MEDICAL REFERRPIL hmEAGE B M  ACT". 

Changc in Law new S&QJ 4 to Title 5-ed, 

Bill's Impact on Present Program Funding: 
Increase Decrease X X  Reallocation No Change 

Bill  is for: 
Operations Capital Improvement - O t h e r -  

FUNDS ADEQUATE TO COVER INTENT OF THE BILL7 N / P  - IF NO, ADD'L AMOUNT REQUIRED S. 
AGENCY/PERSON/DATE CONTACTED: m S / B & o l i d u r n /  4/22/97 

E 4 / 2 2 / 9 7  DIEECTOR Am 4/22/97 

FOOTNOTES: See attached comments. 
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. Comments on BiU No. 182 (COR) 

Bin No. 182 (COR) have a "positive" impact on the Departrnencs annual funding requirement for the - 00th the Medicany Indigent Program and Medicaid Program. These programs provide off-island medical 
reFenals which are funded throw both local and federally matched funds. IfBin 182 is passed into law, 
thc cost savings of the Mileage Bank Act would rcducc the off-island funding requbemenr of both 
programs. ~uantifiable savings to be realized or additional cost to the program if any as a result of the 
proposed bill has yet to be determined and are unavailable at this b e .  

J w p h  E. Rivers 
Acting 



GovGuam mileage may be used for medical trips ii! 
By - Leo Babauta Toto. "Really, this is taxpayer's bill ulltil Continerital Micronesia hesaid. line of that liability just needs a p  e 
I1<rcijic Doily hrclvs moncy. You shouldit't use (the frc- alrl the D~pa imen t  of Administra- Gov. Carl Gutierrez ordered in pmvd h m c o n t i m ~  ~ i ~ ~ ~ i ~  

By this sumlner. people who quent flier miles) lor that." tion negotiate a way to put thebonus 1995 that all executive bnnch em- the attorney geneA cutierrez. 
CNZ's Bill 152, now more thm miles into a central government ployecs turn their bonusmilesover said 2 zrl"ri(odell~ll le'caltri~ a year old, would require all goy- bank CNZ's bill would apply the to a cenual n d i c d  account. But *, pr go"emmenl em- $ ;"I g" " ~ p s  bough govern- e m e n l  of Gum1 e!qloyees ui p o g m  to all government of Guan !in program hasn't gotten off the 

ployu uc using theu fquent fli- : 1 l c 1 l t - e ~ ~ d  frequent flier officials todonate frequet~t flier ben- employees, ir~cluding Legislature ground yet h a u s e  of legal corn- 
~ I I C  senator said yesterday. etits they earn on oficid business to and court employees. plications, said Reidy, di- ermiles now, Reidy said U~ey can't 3 

tvleanwhile. government ern- acentral progran. Butcotnc Illissummer, Cluz mid. rector o l  the Department of Ad- be "'* yet bccauce emP1Oyces 3, 
~ l o y e e  ~rlight k using the frequerlt People who ca11.t dford neces- lie plarls to try to get his bill pased ministration. aren't legally required to give Uie U 2. - licr tniles.eaniedon h~pa~er- fund-  s a y  emergency medical trips could whether the deal has beer1 negotiat- Continerltal Micronesia wans to g0Wnment their ~ r s @ n d  account . y 
.d trips, for persolla1 travel. Ulen use the frequent flier nlilcs to ed or not. be freed of any liability for trans- numben. 

d 

"1'111 pretty surc that's still going get the trips for free. "No matter what happens, we're porting the medical patient?. Reidy "1 have no idea how people are 'o 
Y) >II," said Sen. Edward0 Cruz. R- Cmz said he's lholdi~ig onto his goingto makeit workby sumner," said. A corlrnft that frets the air- using their mileage:' Reidy said. m 

Navy helps putoutfirel Bill calls for nurse practitioners 
to write routine prescriptions 
By Hiroshi Hiyama Pl~blic H d t h  nurse pnctitioner. They (nune pnctitiorlers) ncaj to 
Pncijic Dnily News Wlier! physicians axe not im- beclosely monitorednotonly by 

mediately available, it c m  tkke a physicians but also by the whole 
Nu~withdvaCCdSkillS'and while for patien& to get a pre- system. 

training would be able to write scription, she said, routine prescriptiolls for ~ninor ill- 'The c m n t  systcrn stVKLF for 
ne%ws under a bill di.cusvd yqs- Advanced registered nunes in a good reasot~," he said. 

, ",,!,I;,. hen"tiE. at lus t45 stateswvereablelopre- At ye5terday's h&ng, scna- ... . .  "-;LA -. A:...:.. . . .  ...... trrday at L .-uY- ..-.. 
Bill 501, i,y sens, ~ C L I V =  S I ~ W B L ~ ~ U U I I  III I Y Y ~ .  ac- 

L.ou Leon Guerrero and Tom cording toBill 501. 

Ada. would allow ~atients to re- aareemen+c 

ron posrpneo orscuscron 01 U ~ I I  
598, whicli would rn'ake major 
changes . . . .  in hcdth c u e  on Guam. 

:scnpcton meal .-uv.... -. ., rile bill wlls forwrittm agree- A Establishing minirnurn lower cots in a anoullt lnelltc wiihphysicims on the au- health benefit coverage forgov- lime, suPponers Of the Inca- thority ofthe r~une  practitioners, enlmcrit cmployces. sure said at Ihe hearing. Leon Guerrem said. A Contractit~:, out the Mcd- Bur a physicians' group "p- Also under the bill, tncdical ically indigent Progmn to pri- 
rcserlrntive o13poscd the yes- professionals will ionn a com- vate ilaural~ce colnpalies lerday an interview3 mittee to advise the board of AGiving hcallh ins~~~;lrlcedis- I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ good "- nune exallincn of rilles regnrd- counts ti,r i~ort-crnokin~ gnvcnl- cicln!lfr 1x11 not i-cpl:~cements for i,,g prescrjptior, aul,,o"ty mc,,( , . . shn , , ld  . . . .  ...... . . .  


